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Pastor Mike Poole 
Intentional Interim Minister 

A Message from the Intentional Interim Minister 
Inside the Westwood Baptist Church Profile 

As the Senior Pastor Search Committee goes about its work, faithful members pray and work. 

Consider three Challenges and Opportunities as expressed in the Westwood Profile.  

 

When Westwood’s second senior pastor in its over 50-year long history retired in spring 2017, the congregation resolved to be 

intentional with the transition period. This period has allowed Westwood to examine its own congregation and the diverse 

Springfield community and identify both opportunities and challenges in serving God’s mission and loving those in our 

community.  

REORIENT TO OUTWARD-FACING  

Fellowship within the congregation is robust. Even so, guided by the Statement of Calling, the congregation will seek new ways 

to engage with the community and its families – ways that are personal and relational, rather than programmatic. Westwood 

members will endeavor to be more outward-focused in their community. This challenge is not only to express Christ’s love 

through good works, which Westwood does very well, but is also to share effectively the Gospel of reconciliation in Christ — 

the truly Good News of God’s unconditional love.  

CHURCH VISIONING COUNCIL  

The Church Visioning Council (CVC) has been tactical and administrative in its focus. Westwood has empowered the CVC to 

operate strategically. The Senior Pastor will hold a critical role in keeping the council focused in a visionary capacity. In this 

way, the CVC is tasked with discerning, casting, and recasting God’s empowering vision for the future.  

To further this effort, the CVC will hold an annual fall visioning retreat focused on the centrality of Christ, scripture, and the 

Westwood Statement of Calling. Guided by the Spirit, CVC members will generate clear and inspiring Ministry Group vision 

descriptions, establish priorities for the coming year, and, in follow-up meetings with their teams, set goals that will be shared 

with the congregation and evaluated at year’s end  

DEPENDENCE ON GOD  

All viable pathways to a healthy Westwood future rest soundly on God. Westwood’s incredibly talented membership cannot do 

God’s work apart from God’s empowering vision. In fulfilling its calling, Westwood seeks to impact God’s world in Christ’s 

way. The opportunity is to become a congregation with a culture of spiritual vitality dedicated to being Christ’s presence and 

doing Christ’s work in the world.  

Pray without ceasing. Speak affirmingly. Give thanks. 

What a joy to serve the Lord with you. 

Statement of Calling 

God is calling Westwood Baptist Church to 

connect with and serve our community and its families. 

To do this, we will learn new ways to share and live 

out the Gospel that make a durable impact on the 

quality and depth of relationships with Jesus Christ. 
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Stuff the Bus for ECHO on Feb. 18 

As cold weather settles in, donations to food providers like 

ECHO tend to fall off while the demand for food continues 

unabated. To help fill this gap, Fairfax County and Giant 

Foods promote “Stuff the Bus.” Fastran buses are parked in 

front of Giant stores to receive food donations from 

shoppers. ECHO’s turn to receive these donations is 

Monday, Feb. 18 at the Cardinal Forest Giant, 8320 Old 

Keene Mill Road (one block west of the church) from 9:30 

a.m.-4:30 p.m. Shoppers will be given lists of ECHO’s 

most needed items and asked to shop to “Stuff the Bus” for 

ECHO. During the week prior to Feb. 18, ECHO 

volunteers will pack bags which will be available for 

purchase and donation during the week. Please stop by 

Cardinal Forest Giant and help ECHO.  

Dick Marvin 
ECHO Liaison 

Community Involvement 

Women on a Mission 
Wednesday, Feb. 13 (special date) at 10 a.m. 

If it’s February it must be time for Cookies for College 

Students! This is the time of year when we send 

wonderfully decorated boxes full of homemade cookies to 

all of our college students. They truly look forward to 

receiving these boxes of goodies every year.  Of course that 

means we need lots of cookies to fill those boxes. Please 

sign up at the Welcome Center to let us know that you will 

bake cookies or cookie bars for this Westwood mission.   

Also, we need the names and mailing addresses of your 

college students including your college grandchildren. We 

will pack the cookie boxes at our Women on a Mission 

meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 13. (This is a week later than 

our normally scheduled meeting due to the hypothermia 

program during the first week of February.)  If you have 

any questions, please contact Judi or Joy. 

Judi Kern 

Joy Earner 

Women on a Mission 

Westwood Member News 

With SympathyWith SympathyWith SympathyWith Sympathy    

We extend our deepest sympathies to Kathy Freeman and her family on 

the passing of her father, Charles R. Riggs. Charles and Carole Riggs were 

longtime members of  Westwood. 
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Church Family Night 

The Wednesday 
Weekly Schedule 

5:30 pm Dinner 
6:15 pm Preschool & 

Children Activities 
6:15 pm Youth Activities 
6:30 pm Adult Seminar 
7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 
7:30 pm Middle School Girls 
 Small Group (alt. 

weeks) 
 

Making Reservations 

Deadline is Monday at 
noon! 

• Online at www.westwood-
baptist.org 

• Communications Card in 
Sunday bulletin 

• Call Church Office at 
703-451-5120 

• No reservations for 
potlucks! 

Dinner Prices 
Adults/5th Grade: $5 

Children: $2.25 
Age 0-2: Free 

Family Maximum: $17 

Potluck Fellowship 
Meals 

(no reservations or charge) 
Feb. 20 

March 27 

The Weekly Schedule 

Our regular Wednesday evening schedule begins with dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

(reservations required), followed by youth and children’s activities at 6:15, and an 

adult seminar at 6:30. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal begins at 7:15.  

• Preschoolers enjoy puppet fun with “Theo and Dina,” choir with Mr. Ariel and Mrs. 

Wanda, and a story, craft, and playtime with volunteer leaders.  

• Elementary children split their time between music and missions education.  

• Youth activities are open to all youth and meet at 6:15 in the youth rooms. 

1st Wednesday:  Youth Drama Ministry 

2nd Wednesday:  Video Bible Study  

3rd Wednesday:  Game Night (Board Games, Cards) 

4th Wednesday:  Video Bible Study 

Upcoming Adult Seminar 

In February Pastor Mike will lead a discussion of The Art of 

Neighboring by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon. Sessions will be held on 

Feb. 13, 20, and 27. Books will be available for purchase of $5 at the 

Welcome Center. 

Church-wide Potluck on February 20 

Come to our potluck dinner on Feb. 20! Bring a dish or two to share and we will 

provide tableware and drinks. No reservations are necessary. Immediately following 

dinner and prior to the Adult Seminar, we will assemble weekend food packs. 

Westwood Weather Cancellation Policy:  

CFN dinner and activities are CANCELLED any time Fairfax County Public Schools: 

(1) are closed for the entire day; or (2) close early in the afternoon. 

We are looking for a VBS Director. If God is calling you to join this important 

ministry, please let Rebecca Larson know.   

The signup board to help with FunDay School is in the narthex. Please choose a 

Sunday or two to work with our elementary school-age children this spring and 

summer. 

Please consider helping with Preschool Story and Craft Time on Church Family 

Nights on Wednesdays. All lesson plans and materials are provided.  

Rebecca Larson 
Preschool & Children’s Ministry 

Preschool & Children’s Ministry 
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MAMA MIA’S “Waaay Off Broadway”“Waaay Off Broadway”“Waaay Off Broadway”“Waaay Off Broadway” 

Saturday, March 2 at 6 p.m. 

Hot on the heals of last year’s sensational Mama Mia’s 

production, it’s time once again to celebrate Westwood’s 

love of fun and fellowship. Our Youth will serve a 

spaghetti dinner in Whitten Hall at 6 p.m. We’ll head to 

the sanctuary afterwards for what might be described as a 

“unique” display of talent. 

If you would like to perform or work behind the scenes, 

please contact Ariel Goldchain. Tickets will go on sale 

Feb. 10 at the Welcome Center and must be paid for in 

advance. See prices at the Welcome Center. 

Women’s Spring Retreat 

March 29-31 

The 2019 Women’s Retreat is coming March 29-31 at 

Cacapon Resort State Park in Berkeley Springs, WV. We 

have a dynamic leader lined up to prayerfully challenge us 

to intentionally engage in the path that God has laid out for 

Westwood.  

You may sign up at the Welcome Center. The cost is $182 

per person. Scholarships are available by emailing 

scholarship@westwood-baptist.org. We hope you will join 

us. Please contact Randi Kudner, Sarah Roberts, or Wanda 

Brown with questions. 

Church Life 

www.GO Older Adults Ministry 

Canasta 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 1-3 

p.m. in Greenspring Village 

Towne Center  

Join us Feb. 12 and 26 for fun 

and fellowship. Canasta is a great 

game that’s fun and easy to learn. Games are held the 

second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. in the 

Craft Room at the Towne Center building. For more 

information, see Mary Shuman or Joy Earner. 

Friendship Sunday 

Come early on Sunday, March 17 for a 

time of fellowship with coffee and hot 

chocolate and doughnuts in the narthex 

beginning at 9:30 a.m. At the 11 

a.m. worship service, the 

Preschool and Children’s Choirs will sing. The 

Youth Singers and the Sanctuary Choir will 

present their March Music program accompanied 

by Army Band members on drum, guitar, and 

bass. Bring a friend to enjoy all this musicality! 

Music Ministry 

Adult Education 

Lenten Study 

A six-session Lenten Study begins 

March 4. We’ll be using author, 

professor, and biblical scholar Amy-Jill 

Levine’s book and DVD study Entering 

the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s 

Guide to Holy Week. We will look at 

the history and literature surrounding 

the last days of Jesus’ life, paying 

particular attention to the risks and 

motives of the story’s characters, 

especially how Jesus challenges us to risk as he did in order 

to love as he did. Rev. Gray will lead sessions Mondays at 

10-11:30 a.m. Sign up at the Welcome Center beginning 

Sunday, Feb. 10. Books will be available to purchase for 

$10. 
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Youth Ministry 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday, February 3 

Before and after worship on Super Bowl Sunday, the youth 

will collect donations in soup pots. All proceeds will be 

donated to ECHO and the Weekend Food Packs ministry. 

Youth, wear your favorite sports jerseys! 

Setup for Hypothermia Week 
Sunday, February 3 after worship  

The youth will help prepare the church for our 

Hypothermia Week guests. Knowing that we helped our 

church provide a safe and warm place for housing-insecure 

people to spend the night is its own reward but we will also 

have pizza!  

Youth Super Bowl Party  
Sunday, February 3 at 6 p.m. through Half-Time 

Whether you’re cheering for the Rams or the Patriots, if 

you’re a youth please join us for our Youth Super Bowl 

Party at the Burts’ home from 6 p.m. to the end of the half-

time show. Chili and hot dogs will be provided. Please 

bring a SIDE DISH or a DESSERT to SHARE! 

Youth Advisory Council Meeting  
Sunday, February 10 after worship 

All are welcome! Look for an agenda in the days before the 

meeting and join us as we plan for the coming months’ 

youth ministry activities! 

Youth Wednesday Night Activities: 
1st Weds. Youth Drama Ministry  

2nd Weds.  Video Bible Study  

3rd Weds. Youth Game Night 

4th Weds.  Video Bible Study  

5th Weds.  Youth Choice 

There will be no youth activities on Wednesday, Feb. 6 due 

to Hypothermia Week.  

SNL! Updates: 
Adults, if you are able, please sign up to provide dinner for 

our youth on Sunday Nights. You will find a signup sheet 

at the Welcome Center in the narthex. Anything simple will 

do. Thanks in advance!  

The Youth are currently working through a study based on 

the movie Paul, Apostle of Christ. Next up is a study on the 

Book of Revelation, as our youth requested. 

Impact! VA  
July 21-27  

Eastern Shore (Camp Charles)  
Watch for Details! 

HYPOTHERMIA HYPOTHERMIA HYPOTHERMIA HYPOTHERMIA 

PREVENTION SHELTER PREVENTION SHELTER PREVENTION SHELTER PREVENTION SHELTER 

WEEKWEEKWEEKWEEK    

Feb. 3Feb. 3Feb. 3Feb. 3----10, 201910, 201910, 201910, 2019    
 

Please pray for all the volunteers, our partner 

churches, and especially our guests in the coming 

week as Westwood hosts the 

hypothermia prevention shelter.  
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Dear Youth and Families, 

 We started 2019 off right with a Youth Ski-Retreat called Winter Blast. 

 In February we’re keeping the momentum going with Souper Bowl of 

Caring, setting up for Hypothermia Week, and the Youth Super Bowl 

Party! These youth never cease to amaze me with their talents, their caring for 

others, and their energy. Even though February 3 is going to be a busy Sunday 

— including two service activities and a fun event — I know that our youth can 

do it!  

 Yes, sometimes it feels like life is so busy with school, work, and other 

extra curricular activities. Yet I’m always pleasantly surprised and thankful 

when our youth choose to participate in church activities. Last week when one 

of our youth shared that they chose not to do some extra curricular activity with 

school and decided to come to church instead, it warmed my heart, not only 

because I love the ministry I do with our middle and senior high students, but 

because I know our young people have a choice. Whenever they choose church 

or choose to do something that helps them grow in their faith or gives them the 

opportunity to serve the Lord, they are making a difference in this world. 

Because yes, they are the future. They are the ones who will carry the good 

news into the world and make it a better place for future generations!  

Reverend Jessie Kearns 
Minister with Youth 

Items for the March Westwood World are due by Friday, Feb. 15 and should be sent to martha.newman@westwood-baptist.org 

Westwood Baptist Church, 8200 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, VA 22152 
703-451-5120   www.westwood-baptist.org 

Youth Ministry (cont’d) 

Weekly Youth Schedule in 

February 

Sundays 
Cafe 9:30 am 
Sunday School 9:45 am 
Worship 11 am 
Youth Dinner 6 pm 
Sunday Night Live! 6:30 pm 
 
Weekdays 
High School Girls Tues. 7 pm 

High School Guys TBA 

Middle School Girls Alt. Weds. 7 pm 

(Feb. 20) 

Middle School Guys Alt. Mon. & Thurs. 

7 pm (Feb. 11 & 

28) 

Youth Activities Weds. 6:15 pm 

 

Youth Planning Committee 
Sunday, Feb. 10 after worship.  

Lunch will be provided.  
All are welcome! 

 
Stay In Touch! 
https://rallyhood.com/ 
westwood-baptist-church-
youth-ministry 
 
https://www.facebook. 
com/WestwoodYouth 
 
https://twitter.com/ 
WestwoodYouth  
 
http://www.westwood-    
baptist.org /#/youth 
 
Jessie.Kearns@westwood-
baptist.org 

The church office will be 

CLOSED on Monday, Feb. 18  

in observance of George 

Washington’s Birthday. 


